
Artists of the 21th century create a rapidly changing art world. They 
work in zones of exchange between different artistic disciplines that 
traditionally seemed separate domains. Perhaps as a result of this, 
more and more artists defi ne their work as a form of research, one 
aspect of this being the ability to connect different conceptual 
worlds. They present their art to networked publics, using new 
media. To be successful in this innovative atmosphere, artists will 
have to fi nd new ways of situating their work in historical and social 
contexts. They have to relate their disciplinary training to new 
techniques and new concepts. And they will have to bridge the 
realms of art practice and art research. Starting in September 2010, 
the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences offers a new master track: 
Artistic Research.

Students of the master track Artistic Research will become better 
artists. Why? Because they have learned how to work on the artistic 
problems they encounter in their own art practice and the 
surrounding world. Because they have learned to use the refl exive 
tools that enable them to create new art products and document 
the making of this new art. And fi nally, because they have found 
new ways to make the results of their artistic research public.

their artistic skills in confrontation with non-artistic knowledge 
and insights.

fascinations in the intellectually rich context of a liberal arts 
programme.

and literature, anthropology, science & technology, and political 
philosophy.

with academics from different scientifi c fi elds

Academy of Music, and the Academy of Visual Arts in Maastricht.

MA Track Artistic Research (AR)

NEW

Artists of the 21th century create a rapidly changing art world. 
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The new paradigm of artistic research has gained importance in the 
art world. Artists develop their own practice through different 
research steps, each step enriching their own track as well as the 
fi nal artistic product. In 2009, for example, the Belgian actor and 
performance artist Benjamin Verdonck started his Antwerp-based 
research project Kalender 2009. Object of his research was, amongst 
many other aspects, the role of art in a complex urban reality. 
Verdonck set up different kinds of artistic interventions, from small-
scale activist interventions to fully-fl edged public performances. The 
insights generated from this research project constituted the basis 
of an exposition and a theatre production, serving both as the fi nal 
step in an elaborate research project and as a starting point for new 
research for the artists himself, for other artists and for all kinds of 
urban actors. Or take the work of Paul D. Miller aka DJ Spooky, a 
Washington-based musician, turntable wizard and academic author. 
Throughout his musical career Spooky investigated the intersections 
between all kinds of avant-garde music, hip-hop and electronic 
music. His research resulted in an elaborate (and still expanding) 
collection of records and intellectual writings, music and academic 
refl ection shaping one another. Through his artistic research Spooky 
developed into a key-fi gure in the ever-evolving electronic music 
scene. In both random examples, artistic research is never a goal in 
its own right, it is an instrument, a strategy that enriches, deepens 
and contextualizes the artistic work itself. It offers the artist a 
toolbox to develop his own personal artistic track in permanent 
confrontation with the surrounding local and global context and 
with the work of artistic peers. 

Admission
The Artistic Research track is open for graduates of art schools, or for 

social or cultural, if they have a suffi cient level of artistic 
development, proved through a portfolio. Professionals whose 
position or professional artistic development requires postgraduate 
training are also encouraged to apply.

Accreditation and degree
Students who complete the MA track Artistic Research will receive a 

programme has been assessed by the Accreditation Organisation of 
The Netherlands and Flanders (NVAO).

The new paradigm of artistic research has gained importance in the art world. 


